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From the President…….

First of all, I want to thank all of you for your continued support of all the hard work and effort that your unions have been doing this past year.

It has been quite a year around here!  I am very concerned with the efforts these employers seem to be making regarding our contractual rights. We will continue to defend our rights under the contracts!

I am concerned with the morale of our USO members. These employers need to remember that we are more than just “tokens” doing our jobs. Our folks care about what they do and where these organizations are going. We help to make these organizations what they are and that fact must not be forgotten!  These are more than just jobs to us. 

Often times, we hear the employers refer to these organizations as “family.” It is time for them to remember that we are a family and families treat their members with dignity and respect.

Your unions will continue to stand up for your rights and insist that we be treated with dignity and respect.

I sincerely hope that you get an opportunity for some relaxation this summer. Spend time with your family and friends and enjoy!

REMEMBER….


SOLIDARITY — WITH IT, GREAT THINGS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED!

WITHOUT IT, WE CAN BE DESTROYED!

Sincerely,

Tom Greene, USO President
2005 NSO Representative Assembly 

The NSO’s annual meeting was held in San Diego June 10-11. Approximately 400 delegates represent-ing the 50 states were present. Just as it is important for our local units to have an annual meeting with their members—and likewise the state organization—so, too, the national organization benefits by face-to-face contact with its delegates. Union activity that happens in other states will affect us and there is no better method for our delegates to learn first hand about that activity beyond Michigan’s borders.

The first day of the assembly is mainly devoted to reports from the various committees within the NSO. The second day covers ‘new business items’ from the various states, generally requesting aid from the NSO for local issues.  NSO delegates voted down a proposed $25 diversion of the dues which would have included non-member representation.   A small dues increase of $7.00 for professional staff and $5.00 for associate staff was approved.
A guest speaker is featured. This year, delegates were treated to a one-act play by Ian Ruskin about union activist Harry Bridges. The play told the story of the life of Harry, who organized the wharf workers of the west coast in the 1930’s. It was a turbulent and pivotal time for unions, requiring an immense amount of courage. The political and social effects of labor unions were covered in an informative and humorous way. As the play was coming to an end, the audience was aware that the union story can’t end here. There’s as much need now for unions to protect employees as there ever was.
USO Calendar
June Executive Committee meeting cancelled.  Next meeting to be announced.
HB 4274 and MESSA
House Bill 4274, which would require insurance providers to release employee medical claims data to school employees, is up for debate this week.
MEA continues to oppose House Bill 4274; however, MEA will support the bill if it includes an amendment sponsored by Rep. Edward Gaffney, R-Grosse Pointe.
The amendment, acceptable to MEA and MESSA, would allow MESSA to continue to provide claims experience data based on its five rating areas in the state, instead of detailed data on a district-by-district basis.
This will address earlier privacy concerns with H.B. 4274, while allowing MESSA to continue to provide the best possible coverage to school employees. It also will not interfere with the ability of locals to bargain the best benefits for members.
MEA members should urge their House members to vote YES on the Gaffney amendment to H.B. 4274 and to vote YES on H.B. 4274 if the amendment is adopted.
However, if Gaffney’s amendment is not adopted, continue to ask your House members to vote NO on H.B. 4274.
K-16 Rally June 21—
Fund Education NOW!
As MEA, MESSA and MEA Financial Services employees, we must be aware and involved in the K-16 Rally on June 21. If you choose to attend, you must use your own personal or vacation time.  Read below and find out what is happening and where your support can make a difference!

Key facts:

§
The school funding crisis is here. School districts across Michigan have made deep cuts over the last few years and continue to slash budgets even more with no end in sight.

§
Legislation has been introduced to provide adequate funding for education – Senate Bill 246 and House Bill 4582.

§
The K-16 Coalition for Michigan’s Future is sponsoring a rally at the Capitol in Lansing to show support for the legislation. MEA is a member of the K-16 Coalition.
§
MEA members are urged to attend the rally at the Capitol at 2 p.m. on June 21. The rally theme is “Adequate School Funding…Now!”

§
The rally is NOT to protest attacks on school employees’ health care, but instead to support the funding efforts.

Special note:

There is some confusion about the focus of the June 21 rally. Some people have heard that the rally is to protest Senate Bills 55 and 56, or other legislation that targets school employees’ health insurance.

The rally is to SUPPORT Senate Bill 246 and House Bill 4582.

For school employees whose health insurance benefits may be on the line, however, there is a direct link to the school funding crisis. MEA urges lawmakers to provide adequate funding for public education so that school districts may offer competitive salary and benefit packages that attract and retain good employees.

Frequently Asked Questions:

How do I sign up?

Please go to the K-16 Coalition Web site at www.michigank16.org to pre-register. The site includes a lot of helpful information, including a flyer you can print to distribute, maps and other details for June 21.

What about inclement weather?

We live in Michigan – we’re going to rally rain or shine. Dress appropriately.

What time do I need to arrive in downtown Lansing?

Plan to arrive in downtown Lansing before noon to allow for parking and a short walk to the Lansing Center where you’ll sign in and receive your materials. The brief pre-rally starts promptly at 1 p.m. Your pre-registration on www.michigank16.org will help the K-16 Coalition determine attendance to make appropriate logistical arrangements.

Can I bring additional people?

Yes. We want everyone concerned about education funding and the economic future of Michigan to attend. Our message to the Legislature: Funding education is Priority #1. Children under 18 must be accompanied by parent/guardian.

Can we bring busloads of supporters to the rally?

Yes. Special bus parking will be available. Please send an e-mail to the coalition at ken@michigank16.org if you plan to arrive by bus. The Web site includes a list of all charter bus operators in the state. MEA will not pay for buses. However, your local association, coordinating council or zone may be able to help defray some of the cost.

How long will the rally last?

About one hour.

Should I bring a sign or banner?

No, signs will be distributed at registration and the pre-rally. For security reasons, please do not bring any signs, poles, sticks, banners or large backpacks.

Should I contact my legislator?

Yes. Let your elected senator and representative know that you support Senate Bill 246 and House Bill 4582. Also, let them know that you plan to attend the rally – and encourage them to join you.

You may also request to meet with your senator or representative. The Web site includes information about how to contact your elected leaders.

How does a Bill become a Law?
This is a brief description of the steps a bill must go through before it is enacted into law. 


Introduction of a Bill
Bills may be introduced in either house of the Legislature. Upon introduction, bills are assigned a number. 


Title Reading
Under the State Constitution, every bill must be read (announced) three times before it may be passed. After the “First Reading”, the bill is then ordered to be printed. A bill cannot be passed or become law until it has been printed or reproduced and in the possession of each house for at least five days.
Referral to Committee
Upon introduction, a bill is also referred to a standing committee in the Senate by the Majority Leader and in the House of Representatives by the Speaker of the House. All bills involving an appropriation must be referred to committee who then discuss and debate the bill. The committee may also hold public hearings on the bill.
Committee Action
A standing committee may act on a bill in various ways. The committee may report the bill with or without a favorable recommendation, add amend-ments or substitutions. They may also refer it to another committee or take no action. The bill can also be tabled for later consideration.
General Orders or Second Reading
If a bill is reported from committee favorably with amendments or substitutions, the bill is referred to the order of "Second Reading." Now any member of that house may offer amendments to it. A majority vote is required to move it to “Third Reading” where general debate occurs and an eventual roll call vote takes place. A bill can be moved for reconsideration at this time, whether it passed or failed.
Enactment by the Legislature
If a bill passes, it is sent to the other house of the Legislature where the bill follows the same procedure for acceptance. If a bill is passed by both houses, the bill is ordered enrolled by the house in which the bill originated. Following enrollment and printing, the bill is sent to the Governor.
Approval by Governor
Upon receipt of an enrolled bill, the Governor has fourteen days to consider the bill. The Governor may sign the bill, veto it, or take no action which then causes it to become law. An approved bill cannot take effect until 90 days after the end of the session.

Legislative Veto Response
If the Governor vetoes a bill, the legislature may override the veto by a two-thirds vote. It may also be tabled or re-referred to committee.
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"It isn't the rebels that cause the troubles of the world.  It's the troubles that cause the rebels."   - Carl Oglesby
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