USO Executive Committee Meeting

June 30, 2003

MEA Executive Committee Room

Present:

	Tom Greene, USO President
	Linda Shankland, USO Vice President

	Josey Edington-Smith, USO Secretary
	Dave Bender, USO Treasurer

	Larry Donston, MESSA PSA President
	Bob Thomas, USO Grievance Chair

	Dave Bowman USO Crisis Co-Chair
	Jackie Rhodes, ASO Director

	Jill Linman, SSA President
	Donna Kendrick, SSA Director

	Jacque Wallick USO Crisis Co-Chair
	Diane Keith, FSA President

	Laura Weick-Wood, FSR President
	Rosemary Carey, MEA PSA Director


Absent:

	Kay Robinson, MESSA PSA Director, USO Retirement Caucus Chair
	Chuck Agerstrand, MEA PSA President

	Joyce Puckett, ASO President
	Lisa Kenroy, ASO Director

	Karen Cherry, USO Elections Chair
	Diana Miller, USO Crisis Co-Chair

	Karen Hatfield, USO Bargaining Chair
	Sally Allen, SSA Director

	Leslie Baehre, FSA Director
	John Hanchak, FSR Director


Guest:  Vera Stafford, Chris Bishop

Meeting called to order at 2:05 p.m. by chair, Tom Greene.

ASO member Dave Bender was introduced.  He will be completing USO treasurer Vera Stafford’s term.

Agenda has been suspended to talk about an appeal from a SSA member.  It was moved by Linda Shankland second by Jill Linman to move into executive session.

It was moved by Dave Bowman second by Laura Weick-Wood that the USO Executive Committee support the USO Grievance Committee decision on member appeal.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Jackie Rhodes second by Jill Linman to accept agenda as written.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Laura Weick-Wood second by Larry Donston to accept the April 22, 2003 minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Reports:

Finance:  Travel expense line is up due to increased gas prices.  Communication line is due to business needs. General membership line is due to multiple meetings.  NSO is due to more members than planned.  Crisis and Continued spokespersons are due to bargaining.  Office line is due to the remodel being done a year earlier.  Contingency line is due to donation to the union monument in Grand Rapids.  There are problems with receiving dues from the MEA accounting up to an approximate sum of $20,000.  Union is continuing to work with the payroll department to sort it out.  Suggestion made that USO file a grievance for lack of due’s payment.  It was moved by Josey Edington-Smith second Donna Kendrick to accept finance report.  Motion carried.


Bargaining:  No action today.  Discussion about revised job descriptions and new job descriptions for MESSA Group Services and new job description for FSA.


Grievance:  Received written report.  Approved a Letter of Agreement for Grand Rapids sick building and upheld denial for arbitration from SSA.


Training/Communication:  Working on training schedule.


NSO:  The recent Representative Assembly was one of the best in a while.  Member Bob Culp passed away.  He was from Maryland.  Pat Chavez from New Mexico is the member at large; Ed Helvey was elected for Region 5.  Vera Stafford will continue as NSO treasurer through November then someone will be appointed.


Retirement:  Nothing to report


Elections:  Nothing to report


Crisis:  Work continues on dealing with rumors and problems with the changes being done at MEA.

Affiliate Reports:


FSA:  A new position has been created that includes duties from all current positions and adding retirement issues.  One of the issues is that new descriptions cannot be bargained—only revised descriptions.  FSA will continue to monitor this position for workload and possible scale adjustment.


FSR:  Representatives attended a three-day training.


ASO:  Elections have been held the new president is Karen Cherry.  Work continues with bumping rights.


SSA:  Working on reviewing new and revised job descriptions for the Group Services area


MEA PSA:  Elections have been held.  Bumping has been completed.  There are three permanent positions to be filled.  Chuck Agerstrand remains the President and Nancy Knight is Vice President.


MESSA PSA:  Due to recent retirements Larry Donston is now President and Janet Suriano-Taylor is Vice President.  Between August and November there is a possibility of re-organizing areas.

Old Business:

A. USO Website:  Information is still needed along with a logo.

New Business:  

A. August meeting:  The date is August 26, 2003

B. Setting calendar:  If any affiliates have dates set, they need to notify Shelly Mossbarger so the USO calendar can be set up with fewer revisions.

It was moved by Linda Shankland second by Jill Linman to adjourn at 3:30.  Motion carried.

