Annual Report for MESSA PSA
2009 - 2010
It is hard to believe that another year has passed, and it is once again time for the USO Annual Meeting and my MESSA PSA President’s Report.
This year we have added a new job classification of Wellness Promotion Consultant to our unit.  Terry Scharf and Mona Troph were hired for this position in December.
We also hired two new Field Representatives this year: Fred Baker was hired for the Eastern Zone and Matt Nyquist was hired for the Southern Zone.
An attempt to reach an expedited contract was made this year.  Unfortunately, we were unable to reach an agreement with management.   As a result, we are starting to prepare for traditional bargaining.  We are anticipating bargaining to begin early this summer.  
We have formed a bargaining team that consists of 6 MESSA PSA members.  Four of the members are seasoned bargainers and two of the team members are new to the process.  As a unit, we are making an effort to get our less experienced union members involved in Union activities.  Our team members are: Larry Asher, Bargaining Chair, Sherri Cummings, Karan Chapman, Bonnie Brooks, Grace Romzick and Julie Berryman Adams.  We have also selected a new Chief Spokesperson, Melissa Sortman, from MEA PSA.  Within the next month, the team will be preparing an affiliate survey, reviewing grievances, reviewing language and preparing proposals.

We continue to meet with management on a regular basis.  As a result, we have been successful in resolving most issues in a collaborative manor.  There are still those issues that we have to agree to disagree on, and both sides have to move forward with their position on the issues.
MESSA PSA members are facing many challenges in the field including: workload, many RFP requests as a result of PA 106, competition, loss of support personnel through privatization – that’s just to name a few.  We are ready to work with management to plan how to face all of the changes and challenges that we are all dealing with.
In closing, I am hopeful that we will be able to work with management to reach a contract this year and get back to the business of keeping MESSA strong, and helping our MESSA membership to face the many challenges they are facing.
In Solidarity,
Sherri Cummings
MESSA PSA President 
