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2009 was a very busy year for us.  We started out the year with a collapse of the main 403b product that we sell.  That led management to find a way to ‘repopulate’ that program and make it viable. They did, but at a cost.  And it looked like the cost was to be born on the back of the reps.  We found out, to our great surprise, that for a period of 4 months, we would get no commissions on the majority of the flow money going into 403b’s.  And we found it out one month after that arrangement started. 

All this was happening while we were bargaining.  Our contract had last been opened fully in 1996.  After that followed an expedited bargaining then an extension in 2008.   There was a lot that needed to be addressed.  Our team, spokesperson Tracy Brooks, Chairperson Chet Murawski, Teresa Spence, Ed Stanulis and I worked well together, came up with many creative solutions and ultimately came up with a contract that the reps ratified in November.  It was by no means a ‘step forward’ contract but was acknowledged as the best we could do with all that was thrown at us by the financial industry and management.
After spending quite a bit of time discussing draft language, the contract was signed on March 26.  We had negotiated an incentive for retirement, and now are waiting to see how many reps will be interested in taking it.  That may mean new faces in our ranks down the road or a reshuffling of territory
Now that our focus is off the contract, we are moving forward with restarting our joint rep-management committees. The reps officers and committee members are having a meeting in April to set short term and long term goals for our unit, and discuss how the committees will work together.
Current officers are Laurie Campbell - president, Teresa Spence – Vice president and grievance chairperson and Bob Baumstark – Secretary/Treasurer.  All are in the middle of a two year term and up for reelection in 2011.
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