USO COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

AND

USO TRAINING COMMITTEE

USO Communications Committee Members: Laurie Campbell, Rosemary Carey, Suzanne Dietel, Donette Ramey, Shelly White

USO Training Committee Members:  Jody Leveille, Bonnie Brooks, Laura Daugherty

One of life’s greatest gifts is people who are creative and who are dedicated to their union!  Why do I say that?   Our very own Donette Ramey and Shelly Mossbarger donated many hours to make sure that the USO website was reader friendly and filled with useful information.  Because of the commitment of these two individuals, USO has a functioning website.  You can find many items such as Labor Union News, Legislative information and a new hot topic – Member Education.  Under this topic our members are able to utilize all of the information technology material that is disseminated to staff by MEA’s IT Department.  MEA has graciously made this information accessible to all USO members on the USO website. Most importantly, as we proceed through bargaining for a successor agreement, the USO website will become very functional and a key source for information.  
The Committee members continue to meet monthly.  Plans are underway to deliver a newsletter keeping you informed and up to date as we continue the bargaining process for all staff unions over the summer.  We will be working closely with the USO Crisis Committee co-chairs to bring you important information as well as inform you of any unity and crisis activities that may be scheduled.
The Training Committee was also a busy group this year!  Many of our USO members were able to take advantage of training opportunities given this past year.   Members were offered trainings in arbitration, grievance processing and advocacy.  Some members were also able to attend trainings offsite related to unionism and leadership as well as MEA’s largest and vital conference, the Bargaining/Political Action & Public Relations Conference.  
The group is diligently working on guidelines for expenditures of training funds.  There seems to be only so much money to go around, however, our goal is to find ways to stretch those dollars as far as possible and have training funds available for all members.

Finally, I must tell you that I believe in our union so much, that I have made it a mission to have USO represented at all MEA functions.    This has become a great opportunity for the MEA members to learn about our staff unions.  We have provided USO brochures and "give aways" with the USO logo on them.    MEA members have shown an interest in seeing USO representatives at various functions and are excited about our “new” involvement. I will continue to make sure that we are present at all MEA events such as conferences and the RA’s.
As always, your input and assistance is always welcome.  If there is anything you may want to see as far as training opportunities or website information, please let us know!  We are available as your committee members to receive input and suggestions….send it in and help us out.

Sincerely,

Ana Kinnison

On Behalf of the USO Communications and Training Committees

April 17, 2007

