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It has been a very busy and productive year for USO.  

All staff contracts and our retirement contract are up for bargaining this year.  USO has been working very hard to get us prepared for the upcoming round of negotiations.

The USO Bargaining Committee is the group of members that coordinates the bargaining for all affiliates.  Dave Bowman, MEA-PSA, is the Bargaining Chair for USO.  Dave and the USO Bargaining Committee have been meeting all year in order to prepare for this year’s bargaining.  I want to take a moment to thank Dave for all he has done and continues to do on behalf of USO members.
The USO Bargaining Committee is made up of the president and bargaining chair of each affiliate.  Because this is a bargaining year, the committee decided to involve the USO Crisis Committee as part of the USO Bargaining Committee.

We are very fortunate to have the following people serve as the co-crisis chairs for the USO Crisis Committee.





Craig Culver, MEA-PSA





Diana Miller, MEA/MESSA–ASO





Jim Pavwoski, MESSA-SSA

These folks have been busy all year making sure that the USO will be ready to face any crisis that may happen.  They will be asking all of us to help.  Please keep your eyes open for upcoming announcements.

I would like you to know the various USO members that have graciously agreed to serve on your bargaining teams for the upcoming round of bargaining.  These folks give a lot of time and effort to make sure our rights as USO members are protected.  When you get a chance, please take the time to thank them for their efforts.
The following USO members make up the various bargaining teams:

FSR Team:




MESSA–PSA Team:
Chet Murawski



Larry Asher

Bob Arnold




Grace Romzick

Kim Foster




Larry Donston

Teresa Spence




Kirk Bascom

John Hanchak




Sherri Cummings

Bob Thomas, Spokesperson


Dave Stafford






Arch Lewis, Spokesperson
ASO/SSA/FSA Team:


MEA-PSA Team:

Jackie Rhodes, ASO



Terry Cox

Suzanne Dietel, ASO



Yvonne Williams

Elva Castilla, SSA



Ruth Beier
Donna Kendrick, SSA



Mark Middlewood

Diane Keith, FSA



Gayle Lycos

Debra Hart, FSA



Jackie Rhodes

Tom Greene, Spokesperson


Dave Stafford, Spokesperson

USO Retirement Team:

Arch Lewis, MEA-PSA

Kay Robinson, MESSA-PSA

Tina Lewis, MESSA-SSA

Diane Keith, MEA-FSA

Karen Kolb, MEA/MESSA-ASO

Chet Murawski, MEA-FSR

Jim Monroe, MEDA 

Chuck Agerstrand, MEA-PSA, Spokesperson

USO continues to do its other business besides all of the bargaining work.  USO was well represented at the following NSO activities:

CBC:

USO is part of the Corridor States Coordinated Bargaining.  This past October, NSO held a national CBC meeting and at the same time, we were able to get together as a Corridor CBC.

This meeting provides the participants with a chance to meet our brothers and sisters from across the nation to discuss bargaining.

The CBC does have goals and standards established for bargaining.

At the Corridor CBC meeting, I was asked to be one of the facilitators for the Corridor states.  Facilitators serve as liaisons to all of the corridor states for bargaining purposes.  I am very honored that I was asked to do this.

Winter Advocacy Retreat (WAR College):

NSO trainers from all across the nation provide a variety of training/presentations for our members to take.  Retirement issues, advocacy, bargaining and grievance training are just a few examples of the training that is offered.

NSO RA:

USO members attended the RA last June.  Once a year, NSO members from across the nation meet to conduct the business of the RA.  Electing national officers, setting the budget, dealing with a variety of issues and any constitutional amendments happen at the RA.  Michigan is one of the largest delegations present.

We are very fortunate that two of the national officers are from Michigan.  Chuck Agerstrand, MEA-PSA, serves as the NSO President.  Mary Henson, MEA-PSA, serves as the NSO Secretary.

Vera Stafford, retired MEA-ASO member, serves as the financial officer of NSO and Rosemary Carey, MEA-PSA, serves as the NSO Contact editor.

Ana Kinnison, USO Vice President, coordinates USO’s communications and training.  I want to thank Ana for making sure USO is represented at all MEA functions.  Ana took it upon herself to make sure we are present at all MEA events such as the Bargaining/PR Conference, other conferences and the RAs.  At these events, USO has a booth with brochures about USO and "give aways" with the USO logo on them.  This is an opportunity for the MEA members to learn about their staff unions.  Thanks, Ana!

I also want to thank Diana Miller, MEA/MESSA–ASO, and Leslie Baehre, MEA-FSA,
USO secretary and treasurer respectively, for everything they do on behalf of USO members.  YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
You have a multitude of people in your affiliates who work very hard to protect your rights.  I want to thank these folks for all of their time and effort!

Thank you, all USO members, for your hard work and dedication you give to MEA, MESSA and MEA Financial Services on a daily basis.  Without you, these companies would be no where!

I also want to thank and acknowledge Shelly Mossbarger for her dedication and hard work on behalf of USO and its members.  THANK YOU, SHELLY!

The USO Annual Meeting will be held on May 5 at Headquarters in the MEA Building (1216) in Rooms A-B-C.  The meeting begins at 10:00AM.  Please plan on attending this meeting.  Come hear the latest update regarding bargaining.  We will also be dealing with adopting the budget for next year.  There is a proposed dues increase.  Please come to hear the rational of the proposed increase.  Your vote counts!  Also, you could possibly win one of the many outstanding door prizes that are given by USO and all of the affiliates.

Now, more than ever, I cannot emphasize the importance of solidarity.  

ALWAYS REMEMBER…..
SOLIDARITY……..
WITH IT, GREAT THINGS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED!



            WITHOUT IT, WE CAN BE DESTROYED!

In Solidarity,

Tom Greene, USO President
