USO Annual Meeting
May 5, 2007

MEA Conference Rooms A, B, and C

Present:
	Tom Greene, USO President
	Leslie Baehre, USO Treasurer

	Ana Kinnison, USO Vice President
	Jackie Rhodes, Acting Secretary

	Ted Slicer, FSR
	Karen Cherry, ASO

	Donette Ramey, ASO
	Robin Whitford, SSA

	Cyndi Boles, SSA
	Guy Sands, MEA PSA

	Cheryl Weinhardt, ASO
	Sandra Taylor, SSA

	Karla Anderson, SSA
	Kimberly Wolcott, ASO

	Chet Murawski, FSR
	Richard Weingartner, SSA

	Shelly White, SSA
	Jorge Garcia, SSA

	Laurie Campbell, FSR
	Linda Myers, MEA PSA

	Jan Tjepkema, SSA
	Mark Todd, SSA

	Laura Weick-Wood, FSR
	Krystal Strachan, SSA

	Diane Keith, FSA
	Dave Bowman, PSA

	Lena Wise, SSA
	Dennis Keenon, MEA PSA

	Grace Romzick, MESSA PSA
	Josey Edington Smith, SSA

	Jacque Wallick, SSA
	Marge Brown, SSA

	Pam Allen, ASO
	Sherri Cummings, MESSA PSA

	Bob Harris, MEA PSA
	Carolyn Cortright, ASO

	Sue Silvernail, SSA
	Jim Pavwoski, SSA

	Jackie James, SSA
	Linda Krupp, SSA

	Jody Royce, SSA
	Jeanette Patterson, SSA

	Debra Robert, ASO
	Sara Hill, SSA

	Pat Zeller, SSA
	Laura Daugherty, ASO

	Becky Bailey, ASO
	Lisa Biskupski-Pangborn, SSA

	Steve Parker, ASO
	Rondy Murray, MEA PSA

	Gezelle Oliver, MEA PSA
	Kathy Smith, SSA

	Monte Rumbaugh, SSA
	Katrina Haines, SSA

	Leda Thelen, SSA
	Cecilia Canfield, ASO

	David Bender, ASO
	Kay Kelly, SSA

	Bob Thomas, MEAPSA
	Sally Allen, SSA

	Emily Gonzales, SSA
	Lynette Glover, SSA

	Patty Richard, SSA
	Elva Castilla, SSA

	Sheila Griffin, ASO
	Donna Kendrick, SSA

	Suzanne Dietel, ASO
	Bonnie Brooks, MESSA PSA

	Emma CJ Williams, SSA
	


Guests:

Shelly Mossbarger and Alissa Mossbarger.
Call to order:

Meeting called to order at 10:10 a.m. by USO President Tom Greene.
Donette Ramey discussed the USO website and that all bargaining unit members should have private e-mail accounts.  Talk to Donette if you don’t have one.

Drawings:


Patty Richard chose a gift from MESSA PSA


Rondy Murray chose a gift from MESSA PSA


Elva Castilla chose a plant stand

Tom Greene introduced the USO officers Ana Kinnison and Leslie Baehre, along with acting secretary, Jackie Rhodes and USO office secretary Shelly Mossbarger.

Additions to and adoption of agenda:

Add to New Business, B.  Mutual Aid Protection
Minutes:

It was moved by Karen Cherry, seconded by Laura Daugherty, to accept the 2006 minutes as written.  The motion carried

Financial report:

Written report from Leslie Baehre.  It was moved by Karen Cherry, seconded by Debra Roberts, to accept the financial report as written.  The motion carried.

Dave Bowman, USO Bargaining Chairperson, thanked Leslie for her good money management over the past year.


Drawings:


Cyndi Boles chose a gift from MESSA PSA


Donette Ramey chose a gift from MESSA PSA


Jim Pavlowski chose a gift from MESSA SSA


Linda Myers chose a gift from MEA ASO


Tom Greene chose a black plate
Reports:

President:  Written report.  USO continues to represent members.  All units have been to the bargaining table at least once.  Asking for support out there.  We deserve fair and equitable contracts.

Budget Committee:  Will be discussed under New Business.

Bargaining Committee:  Tom Greene stated that Dave Bowman is the new USO Bargaining Chairperson, which has helped send message to management that we are one.   

Written report from Dave.  Thanked the USO Bargaining Committee, and members should familiarize themselves with members on the committee.  Dave is attending bargaining sessions.  Bargaining members have to remain confident during bargaining.  Please understand we don’t want management to know priorities.     Don’t assume any changes into retirement.
Grievance Committee:  Bob Thomas did not have a written report. 

Sally Allen, MESSA SSA, reported they had a very busy year with 86 active grievances and 4 pending arbitrations.  Sally discussed their reclassification for technicians, grievance and training arbitrations that had been conducted, and working with members.

Robin Whitford was thanked for stepping up to fill in while Sally was off work.


Tom Greene thanked all who advocate for fellow members.  Gezelle Oliver was recognized for assisting associate staff.


Drawings:


Dave Bender chose a gift from MEA FSA


Karla Anderson chose a gift from MESSA SSA


Grace Romzick chose a gift from MEA FSA


Bob Harris chose a gift from MEA FSA


Carolyn Cortright chose a Hobby Lobby gift card from USO

Leslie Baehre chose an angel
Communications/ Training Committee:  Written report.  

Tom Greene thanked Ana for securing a table for USO at all conferences. It provides opportunities to get our name and recognition out to the members attending conferences.

Ana thanked the members of the committee and also Shelly Mossbarger.  Ana reminded members to check out the USO website.

NSO:
Chuck Agerstrand was not present.  Tom Greene reported that many states were also involved in bargaining.

Retirement: Tom Greene reported the next meeting will be on May 10, 2007.


Drawings:


Lynette Glover chose a mirror


Katrina Hayes chose a gift from MEA FS


Lena Wise chose a vase


Guy Sands chose a decanter


Jorge Garcia chose a gift from MESSA SSA 

Debra Roberts chose a glass dish


Sue Silvernail chose a gift from MEA ASO

Rich Weingarter chose a gift card from Hobby Lobby


Cheryl Weinhardt chose a dried flower arrangement


Dave Bowman chose a lamp


Sara Hill chose a gift from MEA FS

Affiliates:

Tom Greene recognized Karen Cherry for receiving the ASO Lifetime Award.

MEA/MESSA ASO:  Written report.

MEA PSA:  Written report.  Chuck Agerstrand not present.

MESSA PSA:  Grace Romzick reported they have two interns in training.  They have had two bargaining sessions to date with Arch Lewis as their spokesperson. Frank Musto is the management spokesperson (former UniServ Director).  They have had a number of grievances this year.

MESSA SSA:  Written report.  Elva stated they currently had 13 grievances.

MEA FSR:   Written report.  Chet Murawski reported they had their first round of bargaining last week.  Chet thanked Tom Greene and Dave Bowman for MEA FSR coming together with group as USO.

MEA FSA:  Written report.  Diane Keith had nothing to add.


Drawings


Sherri Cummings chose a giraffe


Cathy Smith chose a gift from MEA ASO


Monte Rumbaugh chose an album


Kay Kelly chose a gift from MEA FS


Diane Keith chose a gift from MEA ASO


Cecilia Canfield chose a memory album


Marge Brown chose a candle and stand


Sandy Taylor chose a tray
New Business:

Proposed Budget – Leslie Baehre moved on behalf of the USO Executive Committee to accept the proposed budget.  Bob Thomas seconded the motion.  
There were questions by Emily Gonzales regarding the additional $9.000.00 for the USO Secretary.  Leslie Baehre explained that amount includes payroll (wages, vacation, taxes, 401K) - paid as Grade D, level 15, granted one step per year.  Emily inquired as to insurance coverage and Leslie confirmed that she gets the same as us (MESSA).

The motion carried to accept the proposed budget.

Drawings



Jan Tjepkema chose an album


Laura Weick-Wood chose candlesticks and candles


Ted Slicer chose a yard globe


Ana Kinnison chose a geranium


Donna Kendrick chose a drum


Emma CJ Williams chose a basket

Mutual Aid and Protection - Dave Bowman reported that USO members will be receiving this via mail, along with an explanation and a ballot for voting.  This is extremely important that we pass.   One change from 1996, we have removed interest free loans as they were too much hassle to administer.  

Explanation:  If one unit calls out all units or units who are still bargaining, and there is a strike fund for the affiliate who calls them out, their strike fund becomes available to other units called out.  Units would be giving Bargaining Committee authority to act.  It is not possible to all get together or a moment’s notice.  If you vote yes, the Bargaining Committee has the ability and authority if Employer plays hardball.  Other issues discussed included: striking for one unit’s issues; benefits provided by group; no retribution clause for all units.   Dave stated he would love for a unanimous vote to send the message to management – they know we are doing the vote.
Guy Sands asked if all affiliates have healthy strike funds, and Dave replied no, they did not.   Tom Greene reported each bargaining unit member would also receive $25/day from USO and $75/day from NSO.  

Josie Edington-Smith was recognized as the USO Elections Chairperson.

Donna Kendrick expressed thanks to the USO Executive Committee, Tom Greene and Shelly Mossbarger.  Without them, SSA would never have made it.

Karen Cherry announced the NSO RA delegate meeting following this meeting.  Thanks to Dave Bowman for coordinating bargaining and keeping everyone honest and informed.  We know what is going on at tables.

Adjournment:
Elva Castilla moved and Gezelle Oliver seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jacqueline Rhodes, Acting Secretary 

