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I want to take this opportunity to write about the bargaining that took place in February and the upcoming bargaining this summer.

As you know, USO entered into expedited bargaining with the employers in February.  All parties agreed to a time table of Feb. 10-20.  Expedited Bargaining broke down on Feb. 16.  One of the items all parties agreed to was confidentiality.  Because of that agreement, I cannot go into details of what happened.  I can tell you that all of your USO bargaining teams were ready to bargain for the entire time period agreed to.

Even though we were not able to come to agreement, one positive thing did happen.  Your USO teams came together as never before and the solidarity built between all affiliates was amazing!  We are stronger and more together than we have been in a long time.

I want to take a moment to thank all of the members of the various bargaining teams for all of the hard work and effort they put forth for all USO members.  THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!
We are getting prepared for the upcoming round of bargaining this summer.  The MEA Financial Service Representatives bargained a three year agreement last fall, so they are already settled.  The rest of the USO affiliates will be bargaining this summer.  The teams remain the same as they were for the bargaining in February.  
The USO Bargaining Committee is making preparations for the upcoming bargaining.  The members from your affiliates are working very hard on your behalf.  Our goal is to negotiate fair and equitable contracts for all USO members.

I would also like to thank your affiliate officers and members who have been advocating on your behalf.  They put in enormous amounts of energy and time defending your rights.  THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!

I would also like to thank my fellow USO officers and committee chairs for all they do for USO.  Gezelle Oliver, USO Vice President, Leslie Baehre, USO Treasurer, Heather Traxler, USO Secretary, Jeff Murphy, USO Grievance Chair, Bob Thomas, USO Bargaining Chair, Sherri Cummings, Retirement Caucus Chair, Josey Edington-Smith, USO Elections Chair, and Rosemary Carey and Jim Pavwoski, USO Co-Crisis Chairs.  These folks do amazing work for all of us.  THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!
Finally, a big THANK YOU goes to my assistant, Shelly Mossbarger.  Shelly is the day to day person taking care of the USO office and seeing to our members’ needs.

I firmly believe in the word solidarity.  Solidarity continues to be a part of everything USO does.  We must be there for each other in good times and in bad.

So, I will end like I have ended every President’s report.

SOLIDARITY…..
WITH IT, GREAT THINGS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED.

WITHOUT IT, WE CAN BE DESTROYED!

Sincerely,

Tom Greene, USO President
