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This has been a very busy year for USO.  The activity everyone is aware of is the bargaining that took place during the past year.

This bargaining proved to be very challenging for USO.  The Employers had issues that were brought to the table that could have had devastating effects on the USO membership.

I know many of you were not happy with the results of the bargaining.  You need to understand that we were able to protect the membership from many of the harmful proposals that were given to us across the table.

I don’t want to open a “can of worms” again, but your bargaining teams did a good job to provide you with raises, benefits and a defined benefit pension plan.  
I also want to thank you for the many kind words and messages of support for USO.  They were very much appreciated.

USO continues to fight hard on your behalf and will continue to do so.
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE:

The committee chairperson is Bob Thomas.  The committee has been extremely busy this year with the amount of grievances on file and requests for arbitrations.

We are very fortunate to have the caliber of advocates that exists across the affiliates of USO.

To all advocates……THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO!
BARGAINING COMMITTEE:
The committee chairperson is Dave Bowman.  The committee continues to coordinate the efforts of all affiliates for bargaining.

Again, we are very fortunate to have the folks we have on this committee.  They care about USO members and do an outstanding job of bargaining pay, benefits and working conditions for the USO membership.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

This is the committee that coordinates all of the efforts on behalf of the USO membership.  This committee conducts the business of USO.

This committee is made up of the four officers for USO, the various committee chairs, affiliate Presidents and the USO Directors elected from each affiliate.

I would like to thank my fellow officers for all of their hard work on behalf of the USO membership.  Ana Kinnison, USO Vice President, is the chair for the USO Training and Communications Committees.  Ana has made sure USO is present at all major events and conferences of MEA by having a USO Booth at these events.
Diana Miller is the USO Elected Secretary.  Diana is responsible for the minutes of all meetings of USO and also the USO Constitution and By-Laws.

Leslie Baehre is the USO Treasurer.  Leslie is the financial officer of USO.  She is responsible for developing the USO Budget and carrying out the financial duties for USO.

I would like to thank the many USO members who worked so hard for the membership during this last round of negotiations.  It is impossible for me to list the names.  I would not want to leave anyone out.  You know who you are and I am forever grateful for all you did and continue to do for USO.  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Please know that USO is there for you.  You have many members working on your behalf in your affiliate and in USO.  Remember…YOU ARE USO!
I also want to give a special thanks to my assistant, Shelly Mossbarger.  Shelly has performed “above and beyond” during this last year for the USO membership.  Thanks, Shelly!
I know the word solidarity has taken some “shots” during this past year.  But, I firmly believe in this word.  Solidarity was present and continues to be a part of everything USO does.

So, I will end like I have ended every President’s annual report.

SOILIDARITY…..
WITH IT, GREAT THINGS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED.
WITHOUT IT, WE CAN BE DESTROYED!

Sincerely,

Tom Greene, USO President
